
OCEANSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
(www.oceansidefriends.org) 
Regular Meeting, 2 April 2016 

President Judson Randall called the meeting of the Oceanside Neighborhood Association to order at 
10:01 a.m. Saturday, April 2, 2016, in the Oceanside Community Center. There were 30 people present 
– more than sufficient for a quorum. 

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  
February meeting minutes were approved as written. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer’s Report was provided. No changes from the previous report: ONA has $1,299 in the bank. 
$490 of that is for the Clean Water Subcommittee use. 
 
CAPE MEARES LOOP ROAD 
Liane Welch (Tillamook County Public Works Director) provided an update on this road including a 
colorful presentation and charts. In 2015, the Road Department took in approx. $7M in revenue of 
which 41 percent came from general obligation bond and 27 percent from the state motor vehicle fees. 
The rest from about a dozen other sources. The Department employs 22 people who take care of approx. 
265 miles of paved roads and approx. 65 miles of gravel roads. Federal contribution to the above 
amount is nearly 0. Almost half (49 percent) of expenditures were on road maintenance, then 19 percent 
on engineering services (project mgmt.). 
 
Liane reported that more roads are now in good condition but storms (and damage they cause) can add 
significant spikes in spends (e.g., in 2008). 2015 was a good year in that regard. 
 
Liane also provided some detail on roads including: 6 bridges that were repaired in 2015, 6 more 
scheduled for replacement; greater focus on culverts (approx. 68 percent are in poor condition) and 6 
percent of the budget to be spent on their replacements; road safety actions such as striping and sign 
maintenance; paving of some roads incl. Portland and Cedar in Oceanside. 
 
Lastly, Liane talked about the Cape Meares Loop Road. Its repair (incl. partial relocation) has been 
estimated at $13M; $6.5M from federal funds, $400K state match, and $6.1M that is being pursued 
from a “TIGER” grant (also from federal sources). Liane said that our senators (Wyden and Merkeley) 
support us but it would be good to see further letter campaign from the community. Jud will write a 
letter of support on behalf of the ONA. When asked about the timing, Liane said that assuming all the 
funding is secured, the soonest the construction could start would be in 2018. 
 
CANDIDATES FOR TILLAMOOK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Shaena Peterson is a candidate for Mark Labhart’s position. She introduced herself, talked about her 
past experience in Bay City, incl. parks, streets, concerns about water quality. She supports use of 
transient occupancy tax for improving roads. Said she believes in “budgeting for results” – budget for 
what people want to see done. 
 



Belinda Williams is a candidate for Bill Baertlein’s position. She introduced herself, talked about 
running a home business, being on a County parks advisory committee. She has 4 children and hears 
many questions in the course of running her business. She would like to provide answers, to “get results 
we want to see”, leverage citizens and get their participation. She talked about reading reports from the 
County and about her vision for eliminating traffic in Tillamook (city) during the upcoming 2 years of 
construction, to help tourists deal with the traffic. 
 
Bill Baertlein is running to be re-elected. Bill introduced himself as a graduate of Tillamook High 
School and Oregon State University. He has been a municipal auditor and has had approx. 600 small 
business clients incl. farms, helped them grow their business. He has served on boards such as 
Columbia Pacific Healthcare, Northwest Oregon Housing Authority. When asked, he responded that he 
does not expect significant amount from taxes on marijuana. For 2017 budget, he said there is a $1M 
shortfall in the general fund (but added that the library fund and the road fund are ok – they have own 
sources of income). On attracting jobs, he talked about some effort being made but expressed concern 
with the shortage of housing in the area. On the County relationship with the State, he said that Betsy 
Johnson is on top of that and that we have an excellent relationship at the local level. He also added that 
the Board of Commissioners is looking at county rules and whether some may be impeding housing 
development. And he commented on the use of state forests by saying he believes “logging should be 
based on science, as an example of what was done recently.” 
 
OREGON FOOD BANK 
Melissa Carlson-Swanson is the Tillamook County Services manager for OFB. She talked about the org 
mission: eliminating hunger at its sources. This requires collaboration with the community. OFB in 
Tillamook has 3 employees and they server approx. 2,000 people per month. Since last summer, they 
pick up food at Fred Meyer’s and Safeway and distribute it to the needy. Housing Task Forces has been 
started 3 years ago. Concerned about the senior housing reduction by 60 in Pacific City. She spoke of 
the County looking to work with the cities to develop a plan for increasing such housing. 
 
She issued a call for action on 1) getting stores of emergency food, and 2) further need for general help 
from volunteers. When asked, she said about accepting home-made food donations, she said OFB 
cannot do so (for a variety of reasons), however, such prepared food can still be given directly to those 
in need or to churches, running pantries and such. FYI: OFB in Tillamook is located on the Wilson 
River Loop. Melissa also mentioned looking into establishing a storage location in Oceanside in case 
we were cut off (again) so that food would be available to the most in need. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Jud issued a call to form the Nominating Committee ahead of the ONA Annual Meeting scheduled for 
June. Pam Zelinski volunteered to chair the Committee and Lenora offered to assist. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Gathering day is July 30th. Joanne Jene and Nancy Rangila will help organizing it. There was a 
suggestion to set aside some percentage of funds raised beyond the expenses and donate it to the OFB. 
 
Next ONA meeting is on June 4, 2016, at 10 a.m. in the Oceanside Community Center. 
 



CLOSING: meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 


