
OCEANSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
(www.oceansidefriends.org) 
Annual Meeting, June 6, 2015 

President Judson Randall called the meeting of the Oceanside Neighborhood Association to order at 
10:04 a.m. Saturday, June 6, 2015 in the Oceanside Chapel.  There were 27 people present – exceeding 
the quorum requirement of 22 persons.  

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  
Minutes of April 4, 2015, were approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
ONA has $1,299 in the bank.  $490 of that is for the Clean Water Subcommittee. 
 
SHORT-TERM RENTALS 
Jud introduced Tom Steiber, the Tillamook County official overseeing the Transient Lodging Tax, to 
which short-term rental owners contribute based on their rental income. He reviewed the policies and 
procedures behind the county’s short-term rental program as well as the data on tax collections and 
disbursement targets. He passed out a sheet covering both subjects, which is attached to these minutes.  
 
He urged residents to call law enforcement when there are problems of safety and disruptive behavior by 
renters.  
 
Several Oceansiders commented about how their rental neighbors didn’t seem to be following the rules 
on displaying their contact information. Mary Flock remarked that the procedure of calling law 
enforcement when there are “nuisance” sorts of activities at the rentals rather than safety issues didn’t 
make sense. She added that the sheriff’s non-emergency telephone numbers are not answered on 
weekends, when the problems usually occur. Others had similar comments. 
 
Tom and Bryan Pohl, the Community Development director, both said that there’s no money in the 
county budget to adequately perform enforcement function in these situations.  
 
OFFICER ELECTIONS 
Jud called for any nominations of officers for the coming year. There being none, he closed the 
nominations, and turned the meeting over to Lenora Lawrence, the chair of the nominating committee. 
Lenora explained that there was a difficulty finding a single person to agree to be nominated as 
secretary, so the committee recruited three persons who agreed to alternate taking minutes. She then 
announced the slate of candidates recommended by the committee:  

 For President: Judson Randall 
 For Vice President: Elki Powers 
 For Treasurer: Mary Flock 
 For Secretary:  

o Ron Young 
o Melissa Farlow 
o Cheryl Evans 

Joanne Jene made a motion to elect the entire slate. It was seconded and unanimously approved.  



WATER PROTECTION 
Meg Eastman Thompson updated everyone on the activities of the North Coast Basin Coalition to 
protect drinking water supplies in watersheds that are subject to logging and herbicide spraying. Many 
of these activities and issues are covered in the memo attached to these minutes. Paul Newman, the chair 
of the ONA’s Clean Water Subcommittee, briefed the meeting on committee activities regarding the 
Short Creek Watershed, which is owned by Stimson Lumber Co. and from which Oceanside gets its 
drinking water. He said testing of the creek water after herbicide spraying would be done next year, but a 
preparatory test would be done later this year to figure out how long it takes a substance to descend the 
creek. He said a non-toxic dye would be released into the creek, and a detection device would be placed 
downstream. Then the descent of the dye to the detection device would be timed. This test would 
prepare observers for the timing of next year’s herbicide testing.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was none.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Jud announced that the August and October meetings would be held in the Oceanside Chapel because 
the community center was booked for the first Saturdays of those months. He thanked pastor Larry 
Hamilton for allowing the chapel’s use.  
 
Jud said the planning for Community Gathering was moving forward and he asked for volunteers to help 
set up and take down. Joanne Jene, Mary Flock and Jud Griner volunteered.  
 
Gail Bergevin had sent Jud a note saying she would no longer be providing balloons for the July 4 
parade, and he asked whether any ONA person would be willing to do that. The clear consensus from 
the attendees was that there should be no balloons in the parade because of their environmental impacts.  
 
Next ONA meeting is on August 1, 2015, at 10 a.m. in the Oceanside Chapel. 
 
 
CLOSING: meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Judson Randall and Jerri Sly 
  



To: Ed Armstrong, EQC 
Dick Pedersen, DEQ 
Jennifer Purcell, DEQ 
Re: Source Water Protection Plans for all north coast basin drinking watersheds 
Planning meeting June 4, 2015 
From: North Coast Basin Coalition 
Meg Eastman Thompson, meeting representative 
 
Thank you for your time and willingness to take action to protect drinking water quality in the North 
Coast Basin. Our surface drinking watersheds are threatened. Our water districts have limited power and 
resources. In our coalition’s work over the past two years we have had difficulty coordinating with the 
many agencies involved. Our experience has been to be shuffled from one agency to the next with no 
action taken. We would appreciate a clear, state mandated plan of action directed by the EQC and DEQ 
that can be implemented by our small water districts according to site specific needs. 
 
Our goal is to develop a detailed, comprehensive regional plan to protect our surface drinking 
watersheds from contamination by landslides, clear-cuts, herbicides and quarry operations. We have the 
following questions and concerns: 
 
1) In the North Coast Basin each water district needs to review the Source Water Assessments mandated 
by the Safe Drinking Water Act which were completed years ago. Water Protection Plans need to be put 
into action. Community Forest Management Plans need to direct protective management of the entire 
drinking watershed. DEQ can spearhead this process by providing: 
 a) LIDAR maps of each drinking watershed which include data needed for protective plans (slide risk, 
etc). 
 b)The Source Water Assessments for each water district are no longer on the state website. These need 
to be easily accessed. Communities need to update the assessment and use it to create a Source Water 
Protection Plan. 
 c) A state level ambassador/coordinator needs to be established and assigned to each water district 
board and/or municipality. Their job should be to manage the complex web of agencies so that each 
water district secures full watershed protection. Regional Solutions was discussed as one option to 
broker these plans. EQC and DEQ should direct this program and insure its success.  
 
3) Legislation needs to be implemented for drinking watershed protection. Prevention of contamination 
is our first goal. Clearcut induced turbidity forces increased increased chlorination, producing cancer-
causing byproducts. Herbicide use should be banned in our drinking watersheds. The acreage of our 
drinking watersheds constitutes only a small percentage of total forest land available for harvest. Manual 
methods of brush removal are effective. 
 
4) Conservation easements for coastal drinking watersheds should be effective immediately. This would 
insure that further Rockaway catastrophes can be prevented. Districts need time to implement Source 
Water Protection plans and develop acquisition strategies. 
 
5) Given the considerable time frame legislation may take, we ask for a state-mandated moratorium on 
use of herbicides in drinking source watersheds. Significant problems exist with water 
testing/monitoring. There is no standard, valid protocol. When water has been tested, it has been far past 



the dates of contamination. Data has not been promptly available to citizens. The tremendous time, 
effort and money to correct these measurement problems could be spent on other matters. Public health 
needs to be our stateâ€™s top priority.  
 
6) The North Coast Basin Coalition would like to participate in the EQC/OBF Water Summit 2015. We 
support the 'cross pollination' focus on educating water district boards, city councils and county 
commissioners on how to provide protections for our drinking water. 
 a) Communities need to be educated and empowered to have effective, protective control and 
management of their drinking water. 
 b) Test cases can be established that can become models for regional or statewide plans. For example, 
Nehalem owns its drinking watershed and could be a model for development of a community forest 
management plan that emphasizes watershed protection. The Oceanside drinking watershed flows into 
two National Wildlife Refuges and next to Cape Meares State Park. It could become a model for a 
drinking watershed placed into conservancy. The clearcut of Rockaway Beachâ€™s Jetty Creek caused 
turbidity that resulted public notification of cancer-causing chemicals in the water. Residents are 
concerned about subsequent herbicide exposure. Jetty Creek is now being transitioned into a fish 
passage stream. Perhaps Rockaway can become a model for how a drinking watershed can recover from 
preventable damage. 
 
7) State-directed strategies need to be developed so that water districts, state parks, wildlife refuges, 
trusts and/or conservancies can acquire our source drinking watersheds. Legal and management models 
need to be established to bring full Bull Run type protections. Financial models and resources need to be 
established. 
 
8) Private forest landholders should be incentivized to release their properties for drinking water 
protection. Structures need to be developed for low-cost financing options, land-swaps, foundations, 
trusts, tax credits, etc. Communities need help to become full partners with the current land owners. 
 
We appreciate your commitment to collaborative solutions. 
 

Meg Eastman Thompson 
North Coast Basin Coalition 
Oceanside Water Protection Committee 
503-784-6697  megthompson@me.com 
Meg Eastman Thompson 
megthompson@me.com 
 
 


